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Fe*st cl Christ the King

*,i1), b.ro*ers and sisters in Clrrist,

The feast of tlre llnnrae.ulate Conception ls thc patronal te*sr o,f tl'Ie United S,tates and is a

lloiy. Da1, of tlbtigatio*. Fur a perioel of'tirne. r"t"hen tllis feast tbli on * fu{o,nday or e $afutday, as

it dr:es this year. it wers nat obligeto4r. H,owever, the Vatiean rccenll): citrifisd that sven w:he* a

Flerty,I).ry tr{'t}li:iigatio* ix trarrsl},rresi to a Saturclay or Monday. thcrc renrains the obligation to

atrend lvlass on ttrrat d*y, ffsern&ere in the Unitest States a few bistrap* ltal:* mad,e an exrepdon

for their diocesr, lilling the cbligation. We have not done tlrat he.re. ln Arknnsas the abligatiori

rsfilein$. As rvith any l,fetl5i Day of Obtigation, inclividualpriests cen exernpt indivieltral persons

It(}tn the *bligatinn fur * just re&sorl b*t there will be iro !:l*nket exernptiaa af rhe diccsse or

individLr*l par:ishes h*re. One rea$on is tl'rat this feast is tlte patrntral t'east af the United'States.

ag<i *ur pair:fully ciividerl c*untry is in need *l'Rr$re pr&ysr &trd mor:e help fr*rn the Blessed

fu{*tir*r's intercgsi$ii:fi than ever heft:re'

fine such are* rvhsrs hcrlp fr*m heaver is needed is in tJr* itrci* *f imn:igr.xtiuu. abcut

ri'hich there is mucir clir,ision and heared rheturic about:nassive deportatiuns. l'1":is is not just a

politi*al rn*ttsr &s sotns i.vould har,e it. but a]so a rnCIral lllatter. * huffian rig]rts fi:Iatlef, *b*ut

l"hich $*r C*thol,ic Isitl:r ha$ nruch t* say. Ba*k in 3**S I is*ueri a p*stor*l letter ori the hriman

riglrts *{iinrmigr:ant*. in lvhi*lr I address r.vhal our {aith has i$ s*} 1} abc*t immigra-iion as a hasic

humar: :-igtrtr* 2-i alrr:ut ti,re rsa$-on for naticn*l bord*rs" 3} about tl:e rule aiil*w ar:tJ its limits, and

4-) about the need t-ar coruprehensil'e in,n:igrali*n ret'*nn. An ch:ctrotlic version of tlris pastaral

lel*r can be d*lr.'nloaded tiorn our diocesan wel-rsite-cLtlr,*rg. 'fl-te r:riginal prinl versi$lr is

$vailsble by sir:nply conta*ting the dir:cese.

This is nct tlre ernly m,atter abaut which we *eed to pr$y lbr the intercrlssio.t't of tlr*
Blessed fulother or"r this tlffi patr*nal feast of the lnrmscrilare Ccuce pti*n" hut it is * big ilisue

afui:ut rvlrish aur faith ltas sorxething t*. say., It is mi, h*p* that hy entrusting ta tl"le Blessed

lrloth{}r this ar:ri sther matlers w'q lbce as a naticn. we will heal divi,sions and fincl s*lutions tnily
r.r,orthy cf thc Lord.

Sincer"elf in Christ.
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